
    



Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day  
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, April 20, 2025 

 

Introduction to the day 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together 

with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ 

is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. 

Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Prelude 
 
Call to Worship 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

In the name of  ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give 

thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, 

that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.  
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to 

beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own 

making.  

Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.  

 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice 

in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's 

power. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.  

Grant us grace, love, and life,O Living One, that our everyday is shaped by these waters that give us 

our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen.  



Gathering Song :          “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”  

 

 
Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. And also with you. 



Canticle of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that 
we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading:           Acts 10:34-43  
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection 
fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in 
every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
2 Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
 “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.                                                
18 The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.                            
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.  
20 “This is the gate | of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.”                                                        
21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.   
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.                                   
23 By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.                                             
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  



Solo (9:00 a.m.)         “Laudamus Te”                       W.A. Mozart 
 

Choir Anthem (10:45 a.m.)        “Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed”  
arranged by James Koerts 

words and music by: Keith & Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash 
 

Second Reading:                1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a 
world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment 
of God’s victorious rule over all. 
 

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21 For since 
death came through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human, 22 for as 
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But each in its own order: Christ the first fruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25 For 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel:              Luke 24:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with 
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women 
become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 
 

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] went to the tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not 
find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. 6 Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of 



sinners and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and 
returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter 
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 
went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:                   Pastor Bruce Thorsen 
 

Hymn of the Day:           Hail Thee, Festival Day!                   st. 1, 2, 5, 6,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith  
We believe in one God, creator of all life, maker of past, present and future. 

Lord of all people and of all memories and hopes. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Word of grace, and love made flesh, 

who came to declare good news to those in despair, to liberate both the oppressed and the 

oppressor, to proclaim God’s mercy as our hope. 

We believe in God’s Holy Spirit, who takes our shattered dreams and makes us whole again, 

who lifts our dying spirits and gives us courage, who resurrects us to new life. 

We believe that the Church is of God and will endure to the end of time, and calls us into a life 

of love and service. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in 

need. Kindle new life in your church, bless new ministries and mission work, and nourish all of 

creation with life-giving rains. Empower nations with hope for peace and reconciliation, raise up 

leaders committed to justice, and bring hope to those in need— the hungry, homeless, and those who 

are ill or grieving.  



Awaken new life in our hearts and community, giving us courage to share your love boldly. We 

remember with thanksgiving our beloved dead, trusting in the promise of resurrection and the hope of 

eternal life. We commend these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Peace:  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering/Choir Anthem: (9:00 a.m.)    “Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed”  
arranged by James Koerts 

words and music by: Keith & Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash 
 

Solo: (10:45 a.m.)                “Laudamus Te”            W.A. Mozart 
 

Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 

you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 



Preface  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 



Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the Wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun, moon, 

and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

Our communion bread is always gluten-free. For those with greater allergen concerns, sealed 

gluten-free communion kits are available on the front table. 



Communion Song 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymns:            “Now the Green Blade Rises”         ELW #379    
 

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Thine Is the Glory” ELW #376   

 

 

 

 



“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” WOV #671 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Blessing  
 
Prayer after Communion  
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 

to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light your 

way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 

 

Sending Song:          “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”            ELW #389 



Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen.  Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen.  Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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